Question Starters

Question starter
Towhat extent...

Assess the role of ...

How accurate/reliable ...
How far could one argue ...

How successful ...

How crucial/significant ...

Which factors played ...

Has the introduction [or cancellation)
of..resulted in ...

Does [X] process/approach provide ...

What is the contribution/
influence of ...

What evidence is there to support...

What is the impactof ...
Is it possible to determine ...

Underwhat circumstances may ...

Is there a correlation between ...

Description
Allows for an evaluation of the degree [extent] to which something is true
or a contributing factor. To effectively answer this type of question, the
main body of the essay should include considerations of otherinfluencing
factors. For example, a question relating to the extent to which the Spanish
Constitution of 1931 caused the civil warof 1936 could potentially
examine the role played by the military, external nations and other factors
in order to more fully answer “the extent” aspect of the question.
Allows for an analysis of a specific factor orthe contribution of something/
someone.
Allows for an exploration relating to accuracy orusefulness.
Allows for the analysis to focus on the accuracy/truthfulness of a specific
argument or line of enquiry.
Allows for an evaluation of the success of an approach, method, policy,
style and so on an associated area [for example, success of a political
policy on economic development of X region].
Allows for an analysis of the significance of one or more factors on other
associated areas.
Allows for an investigation around key factors.
Allows fora cause/effect-style investigation.

Allows for a focused investigation on the result of a specific method
followed or technique used.

Allows fora focused investigation on the impact [positive or negative)
of a certain individual, group, material or concept on a broader area
[for example, on a specific society).

Allows for an investigation into the nature of evidence and the extentto
which it can support a thesis or approach.
A straightforward causal investigation.

An investigation into hypothetical frameworks based on existing and
available evidence.

Allows an investigation into the conditions required before Xis deemed
possible (for example, for a business to expand).

Allows for an investigation into the relationship between two or more factors.

Source: Oxford Course Companion, p.17
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